wilderness, and the Saracens would capture and eat it. All the time that 
Simeon the Righteous was alive, the lot bearing the Divine Name 
would come up in the right hand. When Simeon the Righteous died, 
sometimes it would come up in the right hand, sometimes in the left. 
All the time that Simeon the Righteous was alive, the western lamp 
would burn well. When Simeon the Righteous died, sometimes it 
would flicker out, and sometimes it would burn. All the time that 
Simeon the Righteous was alive, the strap of crimson would turn 
white. When Simeon the Righteous died, sometimes it would turn 
white, sometimes red. All the time that Simeon the Righteous was 
alive, the flame of the wood-offering would burn strongly. When they 
had placed two logs of wood in the morning, they would not then put 
on more all day long. When Simeon the Righteous died, the strength of 
the wood-offering diminished, so they did not hesitate to put wood on 
the fire all day long. All the time that Simeon the Righteous was alive, 
a blessing was set upon the two loaves of bread and the show bread. 
The result was that each priest would get about an olive’s bulk of 
bread, and some of them ate and had enough, while others ate and left 
bread over. When Simeon the Righteous died, this blessing was taken 
away from the two loaves of bread and the show bread, so that each 
priest got bread the size of a bean. So the modest priests kept their 
hands off the bread, while the gluttons divided it up among themselves 
[T. Sot. 13:7]. 


1:4: It has been taught: Forty years before the destruction of the 
Temple the western light went out, the crimson thread remained 
crimson, and the lot for the Lord always came up in the left hand. They 
would close the gates of the Temple by night and get up in the morning 
and find them wide open. Said [to the Temple] Rabban Yohanan ben 
Zakkai, “O Temple, why do you frighten us? We know that you will 
end up destroyed. “For it has been said, ‘Open your doors, O Lebanon, 
that the fire may devour your cedars!’”(Zech. 11:1). 


1:5: Forty years did Simeon the Righteous serve Israel as high priest. 
In the final year he said to them, “This year I am going to die.” They 
said to him, “Whom shall we appoint as your successor?” He said to 
them, “Lo, there is my son, Nehunion, before you.” They went and 
appointed Nehunion. Simeon, his brother, was jealous of him, and he 
went and put on a gown and a girdle. He said to them, “See what he 
has vowed to his beloved [wife], saying, “On the day on which I take 
office as high priest, I shall put on your gown and gird myself with 
your girdle.” They looked into the matter, and they did not find that it 
was so. They said: He fled from there to the Royal Mountain, and from 
there he fled to Alexandria, and he went and built an altar there, and in 


